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Programme 
 
15th International Disability Law Summer School 
 
 
Gender and Disability Justice 

 
 
Directors: Professor Eilionóir Flynn, Emma Burns and Amanie Issa  



 
17 - 21 June 2024 
 
Centre for Disability Law & Policy 
University of Galway 
 
 
 
 
Venue: University of Galway and online  
disabilitysummerscho@universityofgalway.ie 
 
 
Introduction to the 15th International Disability Law Summer School Programme 

 
The Centre for Disability Law and Policy (CDLP) at University of Galway is pleased to announce the return of our International Disability Law Summer School from Monday 17th to Friday 21st of June, 2024. This year’s event will again follow a hybrid approach, enabling speakers and delegates to participate in-person or online. This draft programme gives details of the keynote speaker, the panel themes, and some of the experts with global perspectives who have been confirmed so far. 

Our theme this year is ‘Gender and Disability Justice.’At a global level, pushback against the rights of women, girls, and gender minority people are rooted in the same soil and produce the same oppressions that disabled people face, including restrictions on access to justice, legal capacity, independent living, health care, and reproductive rights, barriers to education and employment, increased risk of violence and exploitation, and marginalisation in public debate.  These experiences are amplified when individuals hold multiple marginalised identities. To address these challenges, we need to create solidarity within social movements, hold decision-makers accountable and find new pathways to enforce our collective rights.

The 15th International Disability Law Summer School will explore these challenges by centring the voices of disabled activists and disability rights researchers from around the globe. We will provide space to discuss the institutional and societal changes needed to make the promises of the United Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities a reality and explore the disability justice-informed practices that offer potential for change.    


 
 
 
 


Day 1: Monday 17th June 2024 

 About Today: Day one will provide participants with a general introduction and background to gender and disabilityjustice under the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and other UN bodies, including Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).  
  

8:15 - 9:15		Registration (in person) 
 
9:15 - 9:30		Welcome to the Centre for Disability Law and Policy 
Eilionóir Flynn, Director, CDLP 
 
9:30-9:45		Introduction to Summer School  
Amanie Issa and Emma Burns, Co-Directors 
15th International Disability Law Summer School 
 
9:45-10:00		Craftivism at Summer School
Craftivism is the combination of craft and activism, a form of activism through art. Summer school provides space for people to reflect on panel conversations, using craftivism to collaborate on a piece of visual art inspired by protests and directaction such as the 504 Sit-In, the Disabled People’s Direct Action Network (DAN), and Global Call to Action on Poverty rallies.

10:00-10:10	Welcome to the University 
			
10:10-10:45	Keynote Address  
			Rosaleen McDonagh

10:45-11:00	Response to Keynote Address
			Amy Hassett

11:00-11:15	Questions and Answers 

11:15-11:30	Tea and Coffee Break  


11:30 – 13:15 	Panel 1 CRPD and CEDAW 
 
Panel Members: 
Theresia Degener, Germany
Shiela May I. Aggarao, Philippines
Laura Maria Serra, Argentina

Questions and Answers 
 

13:15 – 14:15	Lunch  


14:15-16:15	Panel 2 Monitoring human rights obligations 

Panel Members: 
Senada Halilčević, Croatia 
Benafsha Yaqoobi, Afghanistan 
Magdalena Szarota, Lancaster University UK
Elizabeth Kamundia, Kenya

 			Questions and Answers 
 

16:15-16:30	Tea and Coffee Break 
 

16:30-17:15 	Moot Court Preparatory Session (Online and in person) 
 
 















Day 2: Tuesday 18th June 2024

About Today: Day two will focus on legal capacity, access to justice, andindependent living. Panels will explore gendered components of the application of the right to equal recognition before the law. Activists and scholars will also share insights into achieving the right to independent living, including intersections with often neglected aspects such as the right to family life. 
 
8:15-9:00 		Registration 

 9:00-11:00		Panel 1 Legal Capacity 

	Panel Members: 
	Anna Arstein-Kerslake, Australia
Andrea Parra, Colombia
Hege Orefellen, Norway
Jennifer Wairimu, Kenya
	 
Questions and Answers 
 
11:00-11:15	Tea and Coffee Break 

 11:15-13:15	Panel 2 Access to Justice 
 
Panel Members: 
Sita Shah, Nepal
Eilís Ní Chaoimh, Ireland
Bruno Monteiro, Hungary
Abu Bakarr Bangura

Questions and Answers 

13:15-14:15	Lunch 

14:15-16:15	Panel 3 Independent Living 
 
		Chair: Shelley Gaynor, Ireland

Panel Members: 
John Buttimer, Ireland
Maryam Madini, Ireland
Elizabeth Kamundia, Kenya
 
Questions and Answers 

16:30-17:45	Poster Presentation Session (in person) 



Day 3: Wednesday 19th June 2024

About Today: Globally, persons with disabilities still experience discrimination in getting access to appropriate healthcare, barriers which are compounded by gender and other minority-identity factors. Gender-based violence disproportionately affects women, girls and gender-minority disabled people.Day three will focus on the right to health including reproductive justice and gender affirming care, the right to reproductive justice, disability and conflict, and prevention/redress for gender-based violence.  
 
8:15-9:00 		Registration 

9:00-11:00		Panel 1 Reproductive justice  
 
Panel Members: 
Mia Ives-Rublee, USA 
Hannah Gibson, Spain  
 	Sara Rocha, Portugal
	Majo Rivas, Ireland

Questions and Answers 

11:00-11:15 	Tea and Coffee Break 

11:15-13:15 	Panel 2 The right to health including gender affirming
care 
 	Panel Members: 
Nem Kearns, Ireland
Fiona Anderson, Ireland/Australia
Rebecca OpetsiAlitsi, Kenya
 
Questions and Answers 


13:15-14:15	Lunch 
 
14:15-16:15	Panel 3 Gender-based violence 
 
Chair: Prof. Siobhan Mullally 
 
Panel Members 
Amanie Issa, Palestine
Eliona Gjecaj, Iceland
Shruthi Venkatachalam
 	
Questions and Answers 

 
16:15-16:30	Tea and Coffee Break 
 
16:30-17:15	Moot Court Preparatory Session (in person and online) 


Day 4: Thursday 20th June 2023 

About Today: Day four will focus on disabled people as they navigate their involvement in justice movements, as they organise to build cross-movement solidarity, and as they seek to exercise their right to participate in public and political life at all levels.  A particular focus will be placed on the rights of women, LGBTQI+ people, gender minority people and people with multiply marginalised identities. In-person attendees are invited to attend the annual BBQ on Thursday evening.
 
8:15-9:00 		Registration 
 
9:00-11:00 		Panel 1 Working on the fringes of movements 

Panel Members: 	
Andrea Parra, Colombia
Kaja Petersen, Norway
Jennifer Byrne, Ireland

Questions and Answers 
  
11:00-11:15	Tea and Coffee Break  
 
11:15-13:15	Panel 2 Solidarity and cross movement organising  
 
Chair: Emma Ward Ireland

Panel Members: 	
Aoife Price, Ireland 
David Lepofsky, Canada
Siobhán Mullally, Heba Hagrass&Keelin Barry

Questions and Answers 
 
13:15-14:15	Lunch 

14:15-16:15	Panel 3 Participation in public and political life 
Chair:Cír Doyle, Ireland

Panel Members:		
Pam Duncan-Glancy, UK
Elizabeth Ombati, Kenya
Mar Galcerán, Spain


  		Questions and Answers 
 
18:00-20:30	BBQ 


Day 5: Friday 21st June 2024 

About Today: Day five will provide an opportunity to apply the learning and discussion from the week to a moot court scenario based on Gender and Disability Justice. Attendees who elect to participate in the Moot Court will be divided into teams and have had opportunities during the week to prepare materials based on the scenario.
 
8:15-9:00		Registration  
 
9.00 – 10.00 	Final Moot Court Preparatory Session (in-person and
online) 
 
10:00-12:15 	Moot Court Competition: 
Oral arguments of theTeams before “UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” 
 
Judges: 
TBC
 
12:15-12:30	Tea and Coffee Break 
 
12:30-13:15	Close & Award of Certificates: 
 
Award of Certificates: University of Galway 
 
Presentation of certificates for attendance at Summer School  
Presentation of certificates for Moot Court Competition 
Presentation of certificates for Poster Presentation 
 
13:15-13:45	Light Lunch  
 




